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| T hat portion af the wobd word of the 


great and bleſſed N which at 
this time demands your ſerious 
and reverend attention, you will 


find recorded 
PSALM xvii. wei 1 


As for me 1 will behold th „ Pact"; 77 | 


= righteouſneſs : I ſpall 37 ſatisfied 
1 [ awake with thy une, 


| H E ſcope and title of this pfalm 
evinces it to be a prayer of David's, 
and which title I think is given 
to none other of his pſalms, ſave only 


: *þ 


the 86th: it was written by the Royal 


Pfalmiſt perhaps when he firſt fled for 
ſafety from King Saul's court, occaſioned 
by that prince's cauſeleſs and cruel hatred, 
malice and perſecution, as recorded iſt. of 


Samuel, chap. xx. He begins this his 


prayer with a requeſt for the divine audi- 


ence, and humbly urgeth it from the 


righteouſneſs of his cauſe, and the ſin- 
© cerity 


(4) 


cerity of his prayer, ver. iſt. and 2d. and 


from his own integrity in heart, word 


and action, notwithſtanding the falſe 


charges and flanders which it ſeems. 


were caſt upon him, for the truth of 
all which he dares appeal to the omni- 


ſeient and bleſſed God, ver. 4d. and 4th.-- 


he then proceeds to implore divine keep- 
ings, as well knowing therein lay all his 
fafety, Hold up my gomgs in thy paths 


that my fool ſteps ſlip nor, ver. 5th. and 
8th. And he branches out his requeſts 


for protection againſt, . and deliverance 


from his cruel enemies, in fundry forms. 


And theſe requeſts are urged from the 
extreme and prefling dangers he was in, 


out of all which nothing but the mar- 


velous diſplay of. ſovereign loving-kind- 


neſs could deliver him, as ſeeing his 


for their cruelty, proud, and vigilant ; 


having purſued him from place to place, 


and having. compaſſed him about, as he 
expreſſes it, ver. gth. and 11th. But for- 
midable and malicious as his enemies 


appeared, he rigntly conſiders them ſub- 
ject to the divine controul, and none 
other than as a ſword or rod in God's 
hand, with which he has a ſovereign 
right to chaſtiſe his people, and to lay aſide 
at his pleaſure, as ver. 13th. and 14th.--- 


thus 


42 
OLE 


VVV 
thus the Aſſyrian is called God's rod, 
 Ifaiah, chap. 1oth. ver. 5th. —- Now he 
_ pleads to be delivered from thoſe wicked 
men, who quite miſtook God's aim and 
deſign in all he permitted them to do 
againſt David, which was only to try 
his greces, purge his iniquity, diſplay 
the divine ſovereignty, and, in a word, 
chaſtiſe him as a father for his profit, 
Heb. chap. 12, ver. 7, Howbeit his grand 
enemy meant not ſo. neither did his heart 
think ſo, but it was in his heart to 
deſtroy and to cut off, &c. Ifaiah x. 7. 
And this is often the caſe with thoſe 
who are objects of divine love, and 
| ſubjects of divine grace. In the 
verſe immediately preceding my text, 
he makes a kind of ſolemn pauſe, and 
takes a view of their portion and their 
defires. Who were thus his potent 
foes ?—they were men of this world, 
they ſet their hearts upon it, and, though 
fadly miſtaken, they account it a goodl 
portion, for it is 2 ee as ; aide 4 
+ ſhould ſay thou doſt fill their bellies, 
1, e. their mind or appetite, as the word 
is read, Job. chap. 20.. ver. 20. and Pro- 
verbs, chap. 20. ver. zo, i. e. thou giveſt 
them even as their heart can wiſh, not 
only of common neceſſaries, but of the 
greateſt and beſt, or hidden treaſures, 
(i. e.) the riches, wealth and glory of 
this world, yea, thou giveſt them abun- 
ps A2 dance 
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dance, ſo that they may convey it down 
to their poſterity, even unto children's 
children; but, alas! this is their all. 
And yet, baſely content with this, they 
ſeek no higher good; this is the God, 


the heaven, the portion, they chuſe, and 
O wretched = miſerable lot, this is 
all the good they ſhall have at thy 
hands for ever.—And now all this ſerves 


as a foil to illuſtrate and ſet off the glo- £ 
ries of divine and ſovereign love, which 


had allotted him a better and more en- 


during portion, and had formed his ſpirit 
to reliſh, covet, and deſire the full enjoy- 
ment of all the great and good things 


which God hath deſigned him for; thus 


are introduced the words of my text. As 
I had no portion of God's holy. word 
recommended to me for the ſubject of 
this day's meditations, by our dear de- 
parted fiſter Mrs. Mary Weare, whoſe 


death is the occaſion of the following diſ- 


courſe ; I have, with the approbation of 
her mourning and neareſt ſurviving relative, 


made choice of the words firſt read, 


as moſt fitly adapted to, and deſcriptive of 
the diſpoſitions, defires, and expectations, 


of that veſſel of mercy afore prepared unto 
glory, as alſo to brighten the melancholy 
ſcenes, and diſpel the clouds of grief, 


which our afflicted minds are ſometimes 
too fond of, In the text are three things 
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relative to the ſatisfa@tion--» which holy 
ſouls enjoy in the other world: Firſt, We 
have the ground of this ſatisfaction, which . 


is beholding the face of God, and having 


his likeneſs. Secondly, The ſeaſon of 
this enjoyment, in the terms, when I. 


awake. And thirdly, We have the qua- 
lifications for this ſatisfaction expreſſedi in 


the word righteouſneſs.. And of all this 
the pſalmiſt ſpeaks with the greateſt con- 


fidence and aſſurance, As for me I will 


(or ſhall) behold thy face in righteouſneſs :: 
 T ſhall be ſatisfied ahen'T awake with thy 


likeneſs. In my treating on this ſubject, 


I ſhall only raiſe and endeavour to illuſtrate 


thoſe two doctrinal obſervations : ; © 
Doctrine the finſt. That gracious: and 


righteous ſouls may be confidently per- 


ſuaded, that they ſhall ſee and enjoy the 
face of God in the other world. 


_ Dottrine the ſecond.” That ſuch right teous 


and. gracious fouls may expect the moſt 
compleat and perfect ſatis faction, rom 


this ſight and enjoyment of him there. 
Thirdly. I ſhall then, as time will per- 


mit, wort as divine- ee is afforded, 


endeavour to make an improvement ſuita- 
ble to this ſolemn occaſion. 


Docb. Firſt. That gracious and PN, 


teous ſouls may be and ſometimes: are 


confidently perſtaded, that they ſhall ſee 
"this 


P . oe rw 2 
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6 » 
this David exprefles without. ths. leaſt 
heſitation in the text, and the ſame com- 
fortable concluſion he drew reſpecting 
himſelf, Thou ſhalt guide me by thy council, 
and after receive me to glory; and again, 
My fleſh and my beart Faileth, but God is 
_ the frength of my heart, and my portion 

euer; and holy Job, in more early 
* could fay, I know that my Redeemer 
kreth, and that be ſball ſtamd at the latter 
= upon the earth, and that though after 

my ſkin worms deftroy this body, pad in my 


Meh ſhall I fee God, whom I ſhall fee for 


anyſelf, and mine ger Hall bebold, and not 
__— though my reins be conſumed within 
>; and bleſſed Paul ſpeaks out his holy 
AD Frog I know whom 1 have believed, 
and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep 


 wohat I have committed unto bin againſt 


that day *.—And again, Ve know if our 
earthly houſe of this. tabernacle were diſ- 


ſolved,” wwe have a building of God, an houſe 


not made with hands, eternal in the bea- 
vens*; and the author of the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews ſpeaks of it as their common 
privilege, inowing in yourſelvs that in 
Heaven you bade a better and an e 
ſubſtance*. 10 

And as our dear ends Caviatir is 
_ $0 propare manſions for bis NO, 


. be eil l 26, 5 e 2, * 2 7 
Ef. * 1. 12. 4 2d Epiſt. Cor. v. 1. © Heb. x. 34+ 


ſo 


( 9: 


fo he has promiſed. to receive them to 
himſelf, John xiv. 2 and 3. And he 
who never prayed in vain has requeſted of 
his divine Father, that they may be with 
him, to behold his glory, ver. 24. And 
the Epheſian church are exhorted, | Grieve 
nat the holy ſpirit of Cod, whereby. ye are 
ſealed unto the day of redemption,, Epheſ. 
chap, iv. ver, 30. Nor are faints in our 
days wholly deſtitute, of the ſame humble 
confidence in life and in death, which 
our Pfſalmiſt expteſſes i in the words of our 
text: but in treating on this head more 
diſtinctly, I hall firſt explain what is in- 
tended by the face of God, and what by 
the Pſalmiſt's beholding it. 
Secondiy. What righteouſneſs is here 
1 Pr in which he pers to behold 
God's face. 5 


Thirdly. The ſeaſon of this enjoyment 
referred unto. , 
Firſt, what is defigned by the er of 
Cod, &e. This phraſe ſometimes in 
ſeripture denotes the anger of God—The 
Face of the Lord is againſt them that do 
evil Fall on us and hide us from the face 
e hum that ſitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 


/ his wrath is to come, and wes Hall be 
able to tand. f | 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 16. Rer. vi. 16, 17. 


Some- 


ads. 
* 
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Seimctimes this term, the 2 of Got, 
delig ns his favour or love Mate thy face 
fo Riot on thy fervent; ſave me for thy 
mercies Lie, and caufe thy face” to ſhine, 
and ave -fhall be ſaved; and again, Caufe thy 
face to ſbine upon thy ſanctuary which is defo- 
late, for the Lord [ake* but often in 
ſerĩpture the face of a perſon denotes the 
perſon himſelf; ſo Jacob to his ſon Jo- 
ſeph, I had not thought to have ſeen thy 
Face (i. e.) thy perſon; and fo the church 
requeſts, Behold, O God, our ſbield, and 
Boat upon the face- of thine anointed, and 
God who commanded the light 'to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt 
Fi. e. the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt: The 
face of God then in our text, deſigns God 
himſelf, in his unveiled glory, the fight - 
of which is ever ſpoken of in ſcripture, 
as a privilege denied to ſaints in this life, 
and as fpeculiar to the other and better 
world; for though it is ſaid, Exodus, 
chap. xxxiii. ver. 11. The Lord ſpake unto 
Moſes face to face, yet the ſenſe is only 
that the Lord ſpake to him freely, fami- 
Liarly and immediately, not by an angel, 
or in a dream or viſion, as he did to other 
een : and ETD in anſwer to Moſes's 


5 Pſalm xxxi. I and ert. 7. Dan. ix. 17. | 
humble 
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humble requeſts, in the 12th and 13th 
verſes of that chapter, the Lord graciouſly 
promiſed him, ver. 14th, My preſence, or 


as the word is well known to ſignify, 


my face ſhall go with thee. * Moſes received 


it as a promiſe that he himſelf, even the 


Lord; would go with him; ſome read it 


in the plural, My faces ſhall go with thee, 
for God in all his perſons, was Iſrael's 


guide, the angel of God's preſence pro- 
miſed by the Father, Exod. chap. xxiii. 
ver. 20. was. Chriſt whom they tempted 
in the wilderneſs, as appears, 1 Cor. 
chap. x. ver. 9. And it was God the 
Holy Spirit which they vexed, Ifaiah, 
chap. Ixiii. ver. 10. And when Moſes be- 
ſought the Lord to ſhew him his glory, 
his defires were to ſee the glories of God's 
majeſty, and the brightneſs, of his coun- 
tenance, in ſome ſuch manifeſtation cf 
himſelf as he had never yet ſeen, and as 
ſhall be ſeen in the other world, and per- 
haps it contained his deſire to behold that 
glorious ſhape, together with a human 
voice which God had then aſſumed, and 
altho' the Lord condeſcended to grant him 
a tranſient view, yet, ver. 20. he ſaid unto 
him, Thou canſt not ſee my face, for there 
ſhall no man ſee me and live; (i. e.) thou 
canſt not behold thoſe manifeſtations of _ 
my majeſty and glory which the ſaints are 
favoured with in the other life, nor canſt 
ZE _--— .;,, -- na 
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a 
thou bear to look upon the majeſty and 
glory of that eternal ſhape I have now 
aſſumed. It was therefore ſuch a ſight of 
God in Chriſt, as the Pſalmiſt had never 
yet been favoured with, nor expected to 


enjoy whilſt in this life, that he now re- 
Joices in the proſpect of: And perhaps the 


perſon of our dear Lord Jeſus is particu- 
larly deſigned, for we know that when 


he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 


and this fight will be aſſimilating, for we 
ſhall ſee him as he is, Tea he ſhall change 


our vile bodies that they may be faſhioned 
like unto his own glorious body ©. Sight 
here may include a ſpiritual or mental 


viſion, and alſo a corporal one, even. after 
death, the phraſe fignifies firſt to look on a 
thing with our eyes, Gen. ch. xxxi. v. 3 I. and 
ſecondly, to contemplate and think over 
a thing in our minds, Lam. ch. i, ver. 12. 
Rom. ch. xi, v. 22. thirdly to know or un- 
derſtand things, Now ave ſee through a glaſs 


_ darkly, but then face to face; now I know 
in part, but then ſhall I know even as I am 
known. David as well as Paul had ſeen 
God by the eye of faith, in the perfections 
of his nature, and the riches of 7. 


as diſplayed in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but there is a vaſt difference between the 
ſaints knowledge here, and that which 


they ſhall enjoy in heaven, and the figure 


1ſt. Epiſt. John, i, 2. k Phil. iii, 21. 1 Cor. x1i. 12. 


is 


('13)) 
I is ſtriking, whilſt here below we look on 
4 God and heavenly things as at a great diſ- 
tarice, and as covered with obſcurity, and 
as it were through a perſpective glaſs, but 
there ſhall we behold them as with the 
naked eye immediately, and know as we 
are known; although here we know but 
in part, the ſaints ſhall know God even 
as they are known of him, allowing for 
the difference between the creator and the 
creature. This knowledge will be like 
though not equal unto the knowledge 
which God hath of them. Fourthly, the 
phraſe to ſee or behold, as applied to the 
leſſed God, and things of eternity, ſig- 
nifies, enjoyment, Bleſſed are the pure in 
heart for they ſhall ſee God, '. He that be- 
heveth not the ſon ſhall not ſee life, (i. e.) 
ſhall not enjoy hfe, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him, n. Vea the compleat bleſſed- 
neſs of the ſaints above is ſet forth, by this 
phraſe, and they ſhall fee his face, (i. e.) 
they ſhall fee God, not as they do now but 
as he is, and have intimate and familiar 
communiott with him, and enjoy large 
diſcoveries of his love, and fee Chrift the 
lamb of God and his glory, both with the 
eyes of their underſtanding, and with the 
3 eyes of their glorified bodies alſo, as Job 
> __conchudedhe fhould do, ch. xix. v. 25, &c. 
And this fight will be raviſhing and abun- 
Matt. v. 9. ® John, iii. 36. » Rev, xxii, 4. 
3 B 2 dantly 


N 


dantly ſatisfying to the ſaints, methicks 


it is as though the pſalmiſt ſhould in holy 
tranſport make his confident boaſt in nd 


that hated and perſecuted as he might be 


by his potent adverſaries, yet his title 


to the heavenly world, was unſhaken and 


ſecure, and there as though he ſhould ſay, 
Hall 1 behold and enjoy my God, my all, 
And then 


In tranſports high, and raptures yet 
unknown, 


W bluſhing veiled, will worſhip at t his 
throne, 


Whillt---Million of years, my wondring ; 


Eyes 
Shall o'er his beauties rove, 
And endleſs ages I'll adore 
The glories of his love. 
But I proceed under this head, to con- 


ſider ſecondly, what righteouſneſs 3 is here 


intended, in which he was perſuaded he 
ſhould thus behold the face of God, let 
it be obſerved tis compleat and perfect 


ſatisfaction in the other world which the 


Pfalmiſt rejoiced in proſpect of. 
And we have the qualifications of this 


expected enjoyment expreſt in the word 
Tighteouſneis, which I apprehend in this 


place: will admit of theſe two ſenſes, 


firſt, it may deſign that work of divine 
grace and holineis, which is begun and 
carried on, upon the ſouls of God's people 


in 


in this life, and compleated in that which 
is to come, and which is their meetneſs 
for it; and ſecondly, it may intend that 
perfe& righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, which God graciouſly imputeth 


to the ſaints, as the ground and cauſe of 


their juſtification and right to eternal | 


life. | 


Firſt, the word righteouſneſs in our text 


may deſign the work of grace, compleated 


in the ſaints, for without holineſs no man 


ſhall ſee the Lord*®; this is one of the un- 


alterable ſtatutes of heaven, that no.un- 
clean thing ſhall enter there, hence it is 
that Fehovah choſe them from the beginning 
unto ſalvation, through ſandiification of the 


ſpirit, as well as the belief of the truth *. 


And that he predeſtinated them to be con- 


formed to the image of his ſon, and 


to be holy. 

And notwithſtanding all the burleſque ' 
and contempt with which the doctrine of 
ſanctification or perſonal holineſs, has been 
of late treated, yet it is written as with 
the ſun beam in the ſacred pages: And 
however unrenewed men may hate and 
therefore endeavour to diſcredit the doc- 


trine of regeneration, yet to ſouls enlight- 


ened from above, the precious truth ap- 
pears very important; to ſouls who are 
convinced of their impurity, and of their 
* Heb, xii. 14. P 2 Theff, ii. 13. Rom. viii. 28. Eph. i. 5 
„ n 
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own impotency, the purity of God 1 his: 
law, the ſtrength of their corruptions, and 
the powerandvigilance of Satan, it is atrue 
ſpring of conſolation, that God's free 


grace covenant, has provided for the re- 


newing of their nature, as well as the 


pardon of their ſins; and that in a way of 


pureſt and freeſt gift, he beſtoweth grace in 
this life, as'a mel for, and an earneſt of 
glory; this ſends the poor needy finner to 
Jeſus Chriſt, from time to time; whoſe 
name is called Jeſus, becauſe he ſhall fave 


his people from their fins, and in whom 
it pleaſeth the Father ſhould all fullneſs 


dwell, that out of his fullneſs we might 
receive grace for grace; and becauſe we 
live in a day and time, wherein this 


branch of our Redeemer's ſaving power 


and grace is deſpiſed, and this work of 
his ſovereign Conte is denied, I ſhall beg 


leave to embrace this opportunity, 
Firſt, to explain the nature of this per- 
ſonal or inherent righteouſneſs, as it is 


repreſented in the. word of God: and 


then, 


Secondly, ſhall trace out its original 


and cauſes. Firſt I would explain the 


nature of it, for it is, I fear, ſadly miſ- : 


taken ; neither moral virtue ſo called, 
nor legal obedience, nor knowledge, nor 
common gifts, are the righteouſneſs we 
ſpeak of; but firſt it is called @ new 

 bearg 
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| heart, or, as it may be defined, it is a 
new fpiritual pridciple and ſpring of 


action, infuſed by God into the hearts of 


his people; it is ” called the inward man, 


and ike bidden man of the heart, and 


the new man created in righteoufueſe and 


true holineſs; and the ſubject of it is 
ſaid to be a new creature: if any man 
be in Chriſt Jeſus he is a new creature: 


it is the new man as it is quite the re- 


verſe of the old man, and of all:that was 
in the man before, or the old. principle 


of action. And it is alſo called the new 
man perhaps in diſtinction from that ori- 


inal rectitude which man poſſeſſed in his 

ate of innocency. Now, it is a ſpiritu- 
al principle, as I obſerve, for that awhich 
7s born of the ſpirit it ſpirit, and all its 
motions, and all the actions that flow 
from it are pure and ſpiritual, and ſo every 
ſpiritual action flows from this alone; 


fe the fleſh, or oppoſite principle, enters 


not into any ſpiritual acting of the . ſoul ; 


the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and 


the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; fo that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would. 


And God is its author, for the ſaints are 
his workmanſhip, created anew in Chriſt 


Jeſus unto good works ;* and he created 


1 Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 9 vii. 22. 1 Peter, ili. 4. 
V Epheſ. iv. 24. John i iii. 6 oe v. 17. Epheſ. i 11. 10. 
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them in knowledge and righteouſheſs, 
and true. holineſs. I have juſt faid it is a 
ſpiritual principle or ſpring of action, let 
me beg leave to deſcribe briefly ſome of 
its operations, for as it is ſeated in the 
underſtanding, it irradiates and enlightens 
it in the things of God: ye were ſome- 
times darkneſs, but now are ye hight in 
the Lord, in the will it ſubjects it in 
compliance to God's will, 25e Neal. be 
Willing in the day of thy power, in the 
affections, it leads them to and fixes them 


on God.—We love him becauſe be firſh 
loved us. - But more diſtinctly wherever 5 


this is infuſed, it exerts itſelf in believin 
on and accepting Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
in all his offices, and as made of God 


to his people, wiſdom and righteouſneſs, 


Jan&tification and redemption." It exerts 


itſelf alſo in reverencing and adoring God 
as revealed, and his way of falvation ; let 
us ſerve God with reverence and godly 
fear *, it aims at glorifying God in a way 
of obedience, it teaches to deny ungodli- 


[neſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly 


and righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
evil world, and as our Pſalmiſt diſcovers in 
the text, it hopes for better things than here 
it can enjoy, it converſeth therefore with 
things above from whence it came, and 
2 Epheſ. v. 8, » Pſa. ex. 3. © 1 John iv. 19. 
41 Cor. i. 30. e Heb. xii. 28. . | 
never 


WT .- 
never will be fatiafied till it has overcome 
all its enemies, and got home to God; 
the oppoſition is ſtrong and conſtant, 
which the fleſh, maketh againſt it, and 
often it is overcome thereby ; and al- 
though this heaven-born principle is too 
valiant to yield or conſent thereto, yet is 
it often lead captive, and in its captivity 
often makes the believer cry, 0 wretched 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me". Yet is 
it at no loſs to know whence deliverance 
| ſhall ariſe, but preſſeth forward in humble 
yet certain expectations, with our Pſalmiſt, 
T ſhall behold thy face in righteouſneſs, being 
madecompleatin holineſs, being freed from 
the workings and very being of every ſin; 
| O- Joyous and delightful thought: but 
before I "diſmiſs this head, let me hint, 

_ 2dly. at the cauſes of this, or whence it is 
that any of the fallen children of Adam 
are thus internally renewed ; tis not ow- 
ing to their own power or free will, but, 
1ſt. the impulſive cauſe is the eternal 
good will and ſovereign grace of God, we 
are called according to this, 25050 hath 
ſaved us and called us, not according to — 
our works, but acording to his own pur- 
poſe and grace, which was given Us 

in Chriſt before the world begun. 2dly. 

The procuring: cauſe is the ſacrifice 


* Rom. vii. 24. | ; 2 Tim. i. 9, 


ar. 15 =. 1 and 
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and death of Chriſt *. zdly, The ef- 
ficient cauſe is the agency of the divine 
ſpirit!. 4thly, The inſtrumental cauſes, by 
which this work is begun and carried on, 
are often the word and the ordinances of 
Chrift, yea ſometimes chriſtian conver- 
ſation, adminiſter grace to the hearers; 
but valuable important and neceſſary as 
the grace of God, implanted in the heart 
of the chriſtian is, this is only his 
meetneſs for glory, this does not procure 
him a right thereto, tis the glorious robe 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed by an 
Holy God, to a poor polluted finner, for 
his juſtification and right to eternal life, 
that entitles him to the heavenly world, 
and conſtituteth him truly bleſſed, bleffed 
is the man to whom the Lord imputeth. 
righteouſneſs without works," (i. e.) without 
regard to works of righteouſneſs done by 
that man, the righteouſneſs which God fo 
imputeth to him, is not otherwiſe his 
own, and whole righteouſneſs doth God 
fo impute to a poor guilty finner ? the 
apoſtle Paul ſhall anſwer for me, he, (i. e. 
_ Chriſt Jeſus) is made of God, unto us wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption,” for he hath made him to be 
ſin for us, who We no 25 that we 


= Heb. XII. 20. | John i i. 13. 6. 
2 1 Cor. i. 30. | | 


* 
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might be be made the righteouſneſs of God, 


in him; and hence this is the name 


whereby he ſhall be called the Lord our 
righteouſneſs,” this is the robe of righte- 


ouſneſs and garment of ſalvation in which 
the church rejoices, Iſaiah ch. 61. ver. 10. 


and this is that which bleſſed Paul deſired 


to be found in Phil. chap. 3. ver. 10. and 
which our Pſalmiſt reſolved to make men- 


tion of, Pſalm 7oth. ver. 16. and this is 


what he meant in our text, as that, on 
the account of which, heaven is ſecure to 


unworthy ſinners, and all that meetneſs 


for the employments and enjoyments alſo 
which hath been before deſcribed ; but I 


| haſten, zdly, to conſider the ſeaſon of 
this fight and enjoyment, on which I ſhall 


be very brief; when 1 awake with thy 


likeneſs ; it may be applied, in ſome ſenſe 


to the departure of the ſouls of ſaints from 
their bodies, becauſe death is repreſented 
as a kind of ſleep to. the body, and the 
ſoul then awakes to a more full, free, 
and exalted activity than ever before, 
yet chiefly it refers to the morning of 
the reſurrection, when our ſleeping bodies 
ſhall be awaked and called from their 
duſty beds, - where note, firſt he repre- 
ſents death under the figure of ſleep, ſo 


Job faith, man lietbh down and riſeth not 


* 2 Oer. v. 21. ? Jer, ii. 6 
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7101 the heavens be no more, they ſhall not 
awake nor be raiſed out of their ſleep, 


(i. e.) till the heavens be no more, for 
he adds, Thou ſhalt call and J will anſwer 
thee, Thou wilt have a defire to the work 


of thy hands, Job 14. ver. 12. So Daniel, 


Many of them that fleep, many of them that 
fleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, 


Dan. chap. 12. ver. 2. And there is a 
likeneſs between dcath and ſleep, in both 
there 1s no exerciſe of the ſenſes, perſons 
are at reſt; tis common to all men; and 


proper to the body only. Note, 2dly, The 


Pſalmiſt's confident expectation of a reſur- 


rection to life eternal, repreſented under 
the figure of awakening out of ſleep. 
And note, zdly, This is the ſeaſon in 


which he expected to behold and enjoy 
God, even then, when I awake, though 
is does not imply that his unembodied 
ſpirit ſhould be deſtitute of the bleſſed 


fight, and enjoyment of God, till then, 


but even then, and more compleatly than 
ever before, then and not till then, did 
he expect that his vile body ſhould be 


faſhioned like unto Chriſt's own glo- 


rious body; therefore, amongſt other rea- 


ſons, —then, and not till then, did he 


expect to be fully ſatisfied, which haſtens 
me to illuſtrate Doctrine the 2d. That 


ſuch righteous and gracious ſouls, may 
promiſe themſelves the moſt compleat and 
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perfect ſatisfaction from this fight and 
_ enjoyment” of God, in heaven; this he 
expected as confidently as that he ſhould 
ſee his face, and in diſcourſing on this 
head, I ſhall firſt take notice of ſome 
few things ſuppoſed, yet not expreſſed in 
the text. a2dly, Point out ſeveral parti- 
culars which this expected ſatisfaction 
doth reſpect; firſt, what is ſuppoſed in 
the text, more than expreſſed; and firſt it 
ſuppoſeth ſome raiſed deſires reſpecting 
his knowledge of likeneſs to God, and, 
which were not yet ſatisfied. adly, That 
he had no proper foundation to expect 
theſe deſires would ever be ſatisfied till 
his above expectations were fulfilled, firſt, 
ſome raiſed deſires, &c. A man may very 
confidently expect many things which 
he has no deſire after: nothing except 
his deſire to be with God in heaven, 
was ſo much deſired by the Pſalmiſt 
as to ſee and enjoy the ſpiritual pre- 
ſence of God, and to hold communion 
with him, even in this life by faith, 
My foul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth 
for thee, in à dry and thirſty land, where 
no water .is, to ſee thy power and thy 
glory ſo as ] have ſeen thee in the ſanfuary,? 
And again, As the heart panteth after the 
water=brooks, ſo doth my. ſoul pant after 


8 Palm 1xiii, 7 2] 
thee, 


; 5 


thee, O God, my faul thirfteth for God, for 


the liuing God, when ſball I come and ap- 
pear. before God: and, no doubt, 
would be underſtood, that his deſires af- 


ter this viſion of, and conformity to God, f 


were vehement and ſtrong: but, 2dly, 
the word implies that he had no proper 
foundation to expect theſe deſires would 
ever be fulfilled in this world, he was 
very far from expecting perfection of 
grace in this life: O tis then, and not 
till then, as though he ſhould ſay that 
theſe capaciated and refined deſires of my 
foul ſhall be ſatisfied ; this is the unal- 
terable plan that the divine wiſdom and 
grace has ſettled, that I muſt attend to 
my work and warfare whilit in this life, 
till, like an hireling, I accompliſh my 


day, and that although my ſpirit ſhall 
then return to God, and enter into the 


immediate enjoyment of him, yet my 
redeemed duft muſt lumber in the ground, 
nor ſhare in all this glory, till the ap- 


pointed morning when he will be ſure to 


remember me, and that thoſe boundleſs 
deſires which I now experience, ſhall ne- 
ver, no never be fully ſatisfied, till I ſee 


my loved and longed-for Lord, as he is, 
and be made compleatly like him in ſoul 
and body : but, O my ſoul, let this. be 


a t Pſalm xlii. I, 2. : 
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reſpect his enjoyments, which ſhall not 


3 CL. 
thy conſolation, the day of compleat 


| redemption will dawn, and he that hath 
| cauſed thee to hanker after him, will by 


and by grant thee the compleat fulfilment 
of thy beſt and fulleſt wiſhes ; ' which 


leads me, 2dly, to point out ſeveral par- 


ticulars which this expected ſatisfaction 
doth reſpect : firſt, it may reſpect his de- 
fires of knowing God in all his perſons, 
counſels, deſigns, grace, wiſdom, power 


and love; for although in this life the 


great and bleſſed God renews his people 
in knowledge, as the apoſtle — — it, 
yet their knowledge, whilft here, is very 
incompleat, as we have before obſerved, 


and an increaſe of it is, at times, moſt 


earneſtly defired. How doth the apoſtle 
long to know more of our dear Lord 
Jefus Chriſt; That I might know him, 


Phil. iii. 10. And this he makes a 


ground of comfort, that although now he 


knew God only in part, yet in heaven he 


ſhould know him, as he was known of 
Him, in the ſenſe before explained ; and 
it is as though David ſhould ſay, I ſhall 
then know ſo much of thee, my God, 
my glory, as I with or deſire even in the 


beſt and moſt enlarged cravings thou 


thyſelf doſt inſpire my ſoul withal: but, 
2dly, this compleat ſatisfaction which he 
expected to find in the other world, may 


be 
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be ſcanty, but- ſhall be full and every w 


ſatisfying in their nature and in their de. 
gree; ſhall be ſuch as his renewed ſoul 


deſired, ſhall feed on delicious fare, and 
| Have enough; no painful craving for 


more, (nor fear of loſing what is enjoyed) 
but every power and faculty ſhall be filled 
with God, ſhall plunge into that ocean 
of delight, where every veſſel ſhall be 


filled, whether it can hold more or leſs, 


ſo that there hel be no lack; I ſhall then 


be ſatisfied; - O ! - tranſporting thought! 
though now I languiſh and pine, and 
While I taſte the grapes of that Canaan, 


J often vent my deſires, crying give! 
give! yet, O happy day, I ſhall then be 
compleatly ſatisfied ; but, thirdly, it may 
reſpect his employments, J ſhall ſerve 
God day and night, as now I deſire to 


do, without intermiſſion, and without in- 


terruption, now when I would do good, 


evil is preſent with me, when I worſhip 
before the Lord, Satan is at my right 
hand, to reſiſt me, and often an huge 
crowd of vain or vile thoughts breaks my 


peace, and mars my converſe with God; 
but I ſhall then worſhip, adore and love my 


God, and recount the wonders of his grace, 
and praiſe him that ſitteth on the throne, 


and the Lamb for ever and ever, without 
intermiſſion, and ſhall, with all that zeal 
and alacrity which I now defire,  _ 
33 ; = | | | Then 


(es)) 
Then ſhall I hear, and foe, and Know, 
All I deſir'd or wiſh'd below, 1 
And ev'ry pow'r find ſweet employ i 
In that eternal world of joy... _ ; 
Athly. The likeneſs to God and Chriſt 
in which he expected to awake, is refered 
to, as abundantly ſatisfying; the likeneſs or 
image as ſome read it, here may firſt mean 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was known to 
David as the ſon of God; and who is the 
brightneſs of his father's glory, and the ex- 
Pi image of his perſon ; and the ſenſe is 
either I ſhall be fatisfied when I awake, and 
find myſelf with thy likeneſs, or with thy 
fon Chriſt, for T know as though he ſhould 
ſay, that thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, will 
God bring with him, and when Chriſt who 
i my I 155 ſhall appear, then fhall I ap- 
pear with bim in glory, or elſe the ſenſe i. 
I ſhall bear his likeneſs when I awake, for 
the body though /o207 in weakneſs ſhall be 
raiſed in power, which is ſown d natural 
body, ſhall be raiſad a ſpiritual body; and 
E.1 Gall be faſhioned like unto his own glorious 
Boah, for no doubt he was well aſſured of 
this truth with the apoſtle John, now are 
we the ſons of God, (although our birth and 
dignity be unknown to the men of the 
world) and it doth not yet appear what we 
7 ſhall be, but we know that when he, (i. e. 
Z Chriſt Jeſus) Hall appear, we ſhall be like 
3 an; n ſhall ſaints be ſatisfied with the 
a D image 
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image or reſemblance to Jjeſus Chriſt, 
which they ſhall bear on their holy ſouls 
and glorified bodies, | 
_  5thly, and laſtly. This ſatinfafticn he 

expected may reſpect the continuance and 
duration eternally of all this; foraſ- 
much as whatever heaven is to the ſaints 
of God on their firſt arrival, it continues 
ever in its prime; the knowledge and bliſs 
of ſaints in heaven, may encreaſe for ought 
Iknow, but however that be, it cannot de- 
creaſe, and this is a moſt ſatisfying conſide- 
ration to the glorified ſaints above: it was 
ſome ſuch refle&ions as theſe, that render- 
ed heaven ſo deſirable to our dear deceaſed 
ſiſter, who was very early in life engaged 
under a ſtrictly religious education, to ſeek 
after an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, before I 
had the pleaſure of knowing her; and a 
ſermonT preached on Zach. ch. xi. ver. 
in the year Ithink 1752, which was the firſt 
time the ever heard me preach, and when 


ſhe was perhaps about 17 years of age, ſhe 


often told me was made extraordinary uſe- 


ful to her, for carrying on the begun work 
of grace in her ſoul, from which time ſhe 
was never ſatisfied ill it pleaſed God to 
fix her ſtatedly under my miniſtry, which 
Was accompliſhed in the year 1757, at 
which time ſhe became one of my own 
private family, and a member of this 


church of * but ever fince the 
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year 1755, 1 have been well acquainted 
with the tate of her ſoul, and to the glory 
of the divine grace, I can ſay, it has been 
growing in the divine knowledge, and in 
grace; the myſtery of God's covenant, love 
to his people in Chriſt their head, were 
ſweetly familiar to her underſtanding; thus 
a well informed judgment powerfully en- 
gaged her will and affections to make 
choice of, and cordially embrace God's 
method of ſalvation, through a crucified 
Saviour; ſhe ſaw herſelf defiled and guilty 
by nature and practice, and dreaded to be 
found in her own righteouſneſs; the 
attoning blood and immacculate righteouſ- 
neſs of the incarnate God, were the on- 
ly foundation of her faith and hope; the 
dignity of his perſon rendered him and his 
undertakings very precious to her ſoul, 
and the many diſcoveries of his ſpe- 
cCial love, with which he was pleaſed 
to indulge her, maintained her in a more 
ſteady confidence and joy of faith, and 
ſtronger exerciſe of love towards him, 
than in moſt chriſtians Thave met with; and 
her love to Chriſt conſtrained her to honour 
and obey him; the doctrine of juſtifica- 
tion by free grace, through the redemption 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus, as animating to 
the diſcharge of every duty, was her 
conſtant delight; and it is with a view to 
glorify God, to confirm and quicken other 
3 1 ſaints, 
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ſaints, eſpecially the members of this 


church, that I fay I have known but very 
few, that have in faith and practice, ſo 
uniformly adorned the cauſe of God and 
truth, as ſhe in her ſtation and circumſtances 


has from time to time been enabled to do: 


ſhe was valiant for the truth of religion, 


under circumſtances not a little trying to 
fleſh and blood (but beſt in oblivion hid); 
her ſteady adherence to God's precepts, 


her oppoſition to ſinful pleaſure, her pre- 


ferring prayer, meditation, and converſe 
with God, to the company of the gay, or 
the great; her delight in, and conſtant 
attendance upon God in his houſe and or- 
dinances, are all worthy of the imitation. 
of other profeflors of religion : by her 
death, this church of Chriſt, is ftript of 
another of its ornaments, and has with 
me ſuſtained the oſs: of her affectionate 


and conſtant prayers ; prayers and praiſe 
on our behalf was her delightful employ, 


in living, and in dying times: It was but 


a few Lord's days ago, in the evening of 
which, ſhe told me with a ſmile, that 
whilſt J and the church were worſhiping 
God in his houſe, ſhe had been with us 
in ſpirit, although then laid on a bed of 


languiſhing, and ſhe faid the Lord had af- 


forded her ſweet communion with himſelf; 
that at the former part of this ſeaſon he 


engaged her heart to plead with him, for 


me 


Was 
1 

a . 

vn 


a” —- 
me and the church, and to praiſe him for 
all the great things he had done for us, 


and that as T had been adminiſtering the 


ordinance of baptiſm to, ſame new members 
attded to the church, ſhe bleffed the Lord 
for his goodneſs in that reſpe&; and ſhe” 
then further informed' me, that after ſhe 
had been thus engaged an our behalf, ſhe 
was alſo enabled to pray and praiſe for 
herſelf; and that her Fe Lord had been 
exceeding gracious to her, beyond all that 
ſhe could expreſs, and her ſoul was exceed- 
ing joyful, ſo that notwithſtandingher great 
weakneſs of body, ſhe had been enabled to 
fing that hymn which begins, 
jeſus, with all thy faints above, 
My tongue would bear her part, 
Would ſound aloud thy y ſaving love; 
And fing thy bleedin og 
On the Wedneſday following I found 
| the frame of her mind' ſomething dif- 
ferent, fearing, teſt the pains and ſick- 
neſs ſhe indured, had too great influence 

on her defiring to die, ſadly upbraiding 
herſelf ' as impatient, though to every 
body about her, ſhe appeared a pattern 
of patience, and then ſhe begged me that 
I would not pray for her life, adding 


1 long to. be gone, yet not my will Father, 
but thine be done, even fo 1 at her, and 


repeated that text Pſalm 73. ver. 25. My 
oi and my. heart N ur God ic the 


ftrength 


wn). 

rength of mn beart,. and my portion for 
Kees. And 5 the Lord's 2 ede, 
having told me ſomething of the pains 
and - fickneſs ſhe endured, ſhe check d 
herſelf and faid, ſhe was very wicked, 
for making a report of what ſhe ſuffered, 
and concealing the divine comforts which 
God was pleaſed to afford her, adding, 
that he allowed her free acceſs to him- 
ſelf, and that ſhe could not expreſs 
how gracious her dear Lord was to her, 
and what ſweet communion ſhe enjoy'd 
with him; in the night, before ſhe de- 
parted, and when: the attendants on her 
expected her diſſolution to be very near, 
at her requeſt I went to her bedſide, 
and after ſome affectionate expreſſions of 
friendſhip, _ ſhe ſaid I cannot talk with 
you much more, but I can talk with 
my dear God; finding her ſo weak, and 
ſo near her end, I begged her to ſignify | 
by holding up her "Vai if I ſhould pray 
with her, Blat that perhaps it might 
be too much for r. and that I would 
join with her dear yoke-fellow in famil 
1 9 - on which ſhe eagerly lifted up 

er dying hand; I then prayed with her 
for. the Pt hh and before I left her 
1 faid, I hoped ſhe ſtill found the Lord 
to be her * 1 and ſtrength, on whieh 
ſhe endeavoured to raiſe her voice, and 


with her hand lifted up ſhe ſaid, the Lord 
1 
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25 my Aren gth * ny ſalvation, a Hhere- 


fore will Y hope in him, which was the 


laſt proper ſentence ſhe uttered ;' and 


now the inlarged longings of her renewed 
ſoul are ſatisfied, in his preſch&e,' where 
is fullneſs of joy, afid at whoſe right hand 


are pleaſures for evermore; where we muſt 


leave her till the morning of her reſur- 
5 rection, when her body ſhall awake from 

its duſty bed, and in his likeneſs be for 
ever ſatisfied, being for ever with her 
Lord; let me now make a few reflections 
on What hath been ſai dd 
e thenft. Let thidebakideration be your 


conſolation, dear ſir, who are her neareſt 


ſutviving relative, and who fo juſtly 
lament the loſs of ſuch an helpmare : 


you know your loſs is her gain, and 
that your God, and her God, can make 


up and abundantly ſanctify this breach 
for the increaſe of your knowhtget holi- 
neſs, and comfort, and thoſe her other 
relations who lament her death, either 
as a dutiful child and affectionate ſiſter, 


or ſympathizing partner of their blood, . 


are all diſtinctly called on by this pro- 
vidence to follow her example,” ſo far 
as ſhe followed Jeſas Chriſt. - 

Uſe 24; Nor ſhould the hombls cheif⸗ 
tian fear to draw encouragement from the 
condeſcending goodneſs of God to her; 
his grace ſhall be found ſufficient for thee : 
_ a faithful God is ever mindful of his 

cove- 
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Livroant, when thy fleſh and heart bez 
ever ſhall fail, he will be the ſtrength 
of. thy heart, and thy portion for ever; 
Every ſuch teſtimony | Rk dying ſaints to 
the truth and power of our holy — 
brings freſh glory to God, and affords 


new encouragement and confirmation to 


the ſaints; theſe grand important doc- 


trines of the golpel, contain in them ſuf- 


ficient to ſupport and comfort the moſt 
guilty and - {elf-condemned, even in the 


neareſt views of death and judgment, or 
under the decays: of grace, or the non- 


exereife of it. It ſhould be remembered, 


that although the covenant of grace has 
provided — the. ſubduing the reigning 
power of ſin, yet it hath made no provi- 
lion againſt. the workings, of it; it hath 
promiſed the pardon of all fin to believers; 


but not preventing grace ſo that they 
ſhould never ſin; it beſtows the truth of 


grace to all the redeemed of the Lord, 
but not a perfection of grace to any one of 


them, whilſt in this life; and thus has 
. God wiſely left an open latitude for the 
daily exertion of pardoning mercy on his 
part; and his ſaints, on their part, are 


neceſſitated to live daily on forgiveneſs by 
faith, and to make frequent uſe of the 


precious blood of Chriſt, which cleanſes 
from all ſin; to watch and pray, and to 


the conſtant exerciſe of every grace. When 


fan therefore rebels, and temptations run 


high, 


„ 
high, and all thy ſtock of received grace 


proves utterly inſufficient to preſerve thee; 


and when thy unrenewed part diſcovers 
ijtſelf to be as depraved and vile, and prong 
to ſin as ever, wonder not thereat, but 
then remember that the carnal mind is 
and will remain at enmity againſt God; it 
is not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be; the old nature is not 
changed into the new nature, but remains 
ever diſtinct from it; labour then to fetch 
in ſtrength and wiſdom, by faith, from 
thy living head Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe grace 
ſhall be ſyfficient for thee, and to rejoice 
in the proſpe& of compleat deliverance in , 
ioo 8 

Te the zd. And from what hath been 

ſaid, let the careleſs, graceleſs, and unexs 
perienced ſinner learn the reality and im- 
portance of inward vital religion: verily, 
Sirs, there is ſuch a thing as communion 
with God to be enjoyed in this life, and 
verily you muſt be born again, or you 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
nor even taſte of thoſe refined delights 
which we have been deſcribing ;; O that 
ſome. unrenewed ſouls might ſrom this 
time ſolicitouſly ſeek after an acquaintance 
with theſe important things, nor ever 
reſt ſatisfied till they can adopt the 
dying words of our dear departed friend, 
and ſay, on as good grounds as ſhe did, 
the Lord is my ſtrengtb and my ſalvation, 
| a therefore 
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Set your affections on the things 


ha. . 
- Ne ee 


Mourn not my weeping friends for my 


1 6). 2 
1 T traſt in Bim, to diem 
be glory for ever and overs Amen, 


In Wait "Tk rit 5 
And ng = og i dwell with 


God, 
That; An fin und pal aa 4 ey in, 
The ſhining hoſt above might A tell, 
What 2 * CR. 2 grace , ſafe led me 
0 N 
And how by Chriſt I conquer'd ev” "ry foe ! 
That Ss? where God unveils l—(O Slo- 


+ 


rious light!) 
My foul might all be love! my Jeſus all 
© = <etiahe! 


At length his well known voice I joyous 
heard ! 

, ay fetch me to his place __ 
And 8 myliſt'ning ſpirit heard him fay, 
Make hafte my undefil'd and flee away! 
She, raviſh'd, eager catch'd the — 


And dauntleſs n flew to meet her 
Lord! 


remove, 


ove! 
And haſte to follow me to realms of 2 
5 e e eee 
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